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that will be done in the preliminary period, 
assuming that things go forward as we anticipate 
today and you hear what I think you will hear 
shortly from the three Presidents, is that there 
will be some preliminary planning done in the 
Bosnia area, which is absolutely essential and 
which we have already fully disclosed to the 
Congress. l : . 


But beyond that, the Congress will have 
a period of weeks before the final formal signing 
ceremony, which would trigger the involvement of 
NATO's forces. So that’s what I expect will 
happen. 


Let me say that I know you will have 
other questions about the details of this peace 
agreement, how it was reached, the number of 11th 
hours that came and passed -- and even last night 
at midnight, when I had my last conversation with 
Secretary Christopher, we were not sure whether 
there would be peace this morning. When I got up 
and we began to work on this we were not sure 
there would be peace. As often happens in a 
process like this, as I think I happened in the 
Middle East, something stirred among the leaders 
themselves and they decided that they should not 
let this moment pass for the benefit of their 
people. 


So I believe we’ll be able to answer 
all the other questions in the days ahead and the 
people in Dayton will be able to answer more of 
your questions when they have their press 


conference. The main thing is I ask all Americans 
to remember what we have seen and heard and read 
about for the last four years. And remember what 


the implications were not only for our 
consciences, but for the prospect that that 
conflict had spread. 


The fact that these leaders have voted 
to bring an end to this and to give the people of 
Bosnia a peaceful Christmas and a peaceful future 
is something for which we should be very, very 
thankful. 
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